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7. — Life of Godfrey William von Leibnitz, on the Basis of the 
German Work of Dr. G. E. Guhrauer. By John M. 
Mackie. Boston : Gould, Kendall, and Lincoln. 1845. 
12mo. pp. 288. 

The remark may be applied in its full force to Leibnitz, which 
was first uttered, we believe, in regard to a distinguished person 
of very versatile talents in our own day, that " science was his 
forte, and omniscience his foible." Most readers have some idea 
of the extent of his researches in mathematics and physics, of 
the vast stores of his erudition, both classical and scholastic, of 
his manifold contributions to the sciences of German antiquities 
and Roman jurisprudence, and of his profound and original, but 
vague and speculative, system of general philosophy. He at- 
tempted every thing, accomplished much, but perfected nothing. 
The universality of his aims constantly interfered with the thor- 
oughness of his work in any one department of discovery or in- 
vention ; and he may be said to have sacrificed the stable reputa- 
tion of the founder or improver of a particular science, in his 
pursuit of the glittering, but evanescent, fame of a universal ge- 
nius. He was often on the verge of making important discov- 
eries, but was stopped on the threshold by his multifarious occu- 
pations ; and he consequently had frequent occasion to quarrel 
with the more patient laborers, who obtained all the glory of 
success by taking up his vague hints and imperfect sketches, and 
carrying the investigation resolutely to the end. 

Mr. Mackie has rendered good service by giving the English 
reader a succinct and perspicuous account of the life and writ- 
ings of Leibnitz. The basis of the book is the biography of him 
recently published in Germany by Dr. Guhrauer. This work is 
abridged, divested of its German peculiarities and of much ir- 
relevant matter, and adapted with tact and skill to the wants of 
students in this country and in England. The translation of the 
selected parts is remarkably well done; the language being 
clear, flowing, and correct, and the version sufficiently faithful. 
To modify the work of a learned German, and thus to adapt it 
to English use, is a far more valuable service to our coun- 
trymen than to give an exact and entire transcript of the original. 
Few of the ponderous exhibitions of Teutonic industry and learn- 
ing will bear a faithful version into English with any advantage. 
Cumbrous alike in form and matter, laden with pedantry, obscure 
and far-fetched in allusions and illustrations, when imported 
whole, they are as unpalatable as sour-krout to an Anglo-Saxon 
taste. The example which Mr. Mackie has set we commend to 
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the attention of all neophyte translators from the German, of 
whom we have such a swarm in our climate. We commend his 
work, also, both to the student of philosophy, and to the general 
reader who may wish to form some clear notion of the life and 
services of that great man, who was at once the fellow-laborer of 
Arnauld and Spinoza, the rival of Newton and Locke, and the 
progenitor of Kant and Schelling. 



8. — Thirteenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Perkins 
Institution and Massachusetts Asylum for the Blind to 
the Corporation. Boston. 1845. 8vo. pp. 78. 

No institution has done more honor to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, than the asylum for the blind, at South Boston. 
It has been fortunate in its inception, fortunate in its progress, 
fortunate in its results : but it has been thrice fortunate in having 
enjoyed from the beginning the services of the distinguished gen- 
tleman who has superintended its affairs. Dr. Howe's achieve- 
ments in the cause of humanity it would be idle and almost pre- 
sumptuous to praise ; but we may be allowed to say, and we are 
sure the whole world will respond to the assertion, that the edu- 
cation of a mind from which all knowledge was quite shut out, 
save by a single avenue, and that the narrowest of all, is a grand 
result of the application of genius, and patient thought, and dis- 
interested devotion to the relief of suffering humanity, which has 
for the first time been exhibited to the admiring contemplation of 
mankind. It is a deed that will make the doer's name dear to 
the coming ages ; it is one in whose great light the ordinary 
results of human intellect and industry shrink into comparative 
insignificance. 

The Report of the last year is one of the most interesting that 
have yet been made. After an exposition of the state of the 
institution, follows an Appendix, containing a series of communi- 
cations from Dr. Howe, which will be read with the liveliest 
curiosity. The first is a continuation of the history of Laura 
Bridgman, and embodies some particulars in the development of 
her moral and intellectual nature, which will be likely to attract 
the closest attention of philosophical minds. The religious pub- 
lic have looked with profound interest to her case, hoping to 
draw from it some light to clear up the dark questions of specu- 
lative faith ; and the injudicious ardor of some religious zealots 
has led them, as it appears by this paper, to thwart, to a cer- 



